
THE CATECHETICAL CHURCH
The Ten Commandments — The Fourth Commandment 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Sunday, July 31, 2016

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD!

We are so happy you could join us today! If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 
need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and 
comfort you.

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service. Please speak with an usher if you need one. A Nursery  is also available and is 
equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left).

ABOUT THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT

Commandments  four  through  ten  describe  relationships  with  our  fellow  humans.  Here 
Luther's  understanding  of  "vocation"  is  apparent.  Vocation  comes  from  the  Latin   vocare, 
meaning  "to  call."  God  calls  everyone  to  certain  roles—or  stations—in  life.  In  this 
commandment, Luther describes our duty before God to honor father and mother, that is, to 
respect authority. God instituted all forms of authority as an extension of parental authority, for 
our good. There are various parental authorities, or "fathers," in our lives, including pastors, 
teachers, and government officials. Another insight by Luther is about the life of good works to 
which Christians are called. We should not regard "Church work" as more holy than the other 
things in life that we routinely do. Rather, all callings and stations in life serve God and are are 
opportunities  for  us  to  obey  God's  commandments  and  to  serve  our  neighbor.  The  key 
observation Luther offers is this: faith is what makes a person holy. Faith alone. Good works 
serve God by serving other people. 

THE CATECHETICAL CHURCH SERIES

In the Preface to his Large Catechism, Luther writes that there is “a minimum of knowledge 
that every Christian should have.” The 'minimum knowledge' includes the 10 Commandments, 
Apostles Creed, Lord's Prayer, Holy Baptism, The Keys and Confession, and the Lord's Supper. 
Luther writes,  “Whoever lacks this knowledge cannot be counted among Christians nor be 
admitted to the sacraments.” (This is part of the reason we ask that our youth attend three 
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years  of  Confirmation/Catechism  Class.)  Luther  compares  someone  who  calls  himself  a 
Christian but  doesn’t  know ‘the minimum,’  to  someone who calls  himself  a  craftsman but 
doesn't know the rules and techniques of his craft (e.g., A carpenter who doesn't know what a 
hammer or saw are or how to use them).

The proper place for instruction in the 'minimums' is in the home—your home. Luther wrote 
his Small Catechism to help the head of the house instruct his family in the 'minimums' of the 
Christian faith. Whoever the head of your family in these matters might be, we would like to 
use these summer Sundays for instruction in the 10 Commandments here, with the intent that 
you would continue the discussion in your own family during the week—even if that’s just 
you. The insert in the bulletin each Sunday is to help you bring what we do here into your 
home during the week.

Luther writes,  “It  is  the duty of every family head to examine his children and household 
members at least once a week to see what they have learned of the Catechism.” So, as the head 
of the family in this house, you are asked to memorize the particular Commandment of the 
Week and the explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism and invite you, if applicable, to have 
your family do the same. Luther says that if a household member will not do this, they should 
not be given supper. Luther did not mean this in the context of the Lord’s Supper. But we will 
leave it up to your own conscience as to whether or not you deserve to eat the goodies served 
during  Fellowship  after  the  service  today  (We  hope  and  pray  that  you  know  we’re  just 
kidding…).

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY

As Christians who believe that the Bible is inspired by God and that every word 
written in it is God’s holy word, we believe that we receive the body and blood in, 
with, and under the bread and wine. While this is something that goes beyond our 

human understanding, our faith allows us to accept this as true. God warns us in the 
Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching or who denies this real presence 

of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if not properly taught first (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29).

As a  congregation we care about  people and about  the spiritual  well-being of  individuals, 
especially those attending the Lord’s Table today. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are members 
of our congregation,  one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS].  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THE DIVINE SERVICE
The Common Service — Christian Worship, pg. 15

OPENING HYMN Before the Lord We Bow | CW 618

INVOCATION

Please stand.

m: In the name of the Father and of the ✜ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS

m: Our help is in the name of the LORD. Psalm 124:8

C Who made heaven and earth.

m I said, I will confess my transgressions to the LORD. Psalm 32:5

C And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

m Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness.

Silence for meditation on God’s Word and for self-examination as you consider your thoughts, words, 
and actions according to the Ten Commandments.

m: Holy and merciful Father, 

C I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 
my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
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During the time of 
the Reformation, the 
organ would usually 
not play along with 
people singing. The 
organ would 
introduce a hymn, 
and then people 
would sing it a 
capella, without 
accompaniment. 
Occasionally, the 
organ would play in 
between stanzas of a 
hymn.

“When you feel in 
your conscience that 
you are guilty, be 
very, very careful not 
to contend with either 
God or men in an 
effort to defend or 
excuse your sin. 
Rather, do this: When 
God points his spear 
at you, do not flee 
from him; on the 
contrary, flee to him 
with a humble 
confession of guilt 
and a plea for 
pardon.”

— Martin Luther



eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY — Kyrie

ABSOLUTION

m: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son ✜ and of the Holy Spirit.  

m: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

GLORY BE TO GOD — Gloria in Excelsis
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The Kyrie is a 
liturgical song of the 
Ordinary, or a 
component of the 
liturgy that occurs in 
every Divine Service. 
The word “kyrie” is 
the Greek word for 
“Lord.” The 
expression, “Lord, 
have mercy,” is one of 
the oldest worship 
responses in the 
Christian Church.

The canticle, Gloria 
in Excelsis, which is 
Latin for, “Glory in 
the highest,” is a song 
in which Christians 
praise God by 
proclaiming the great 
things he has done to 
accomplish our rescue 
from sin. A form of 
the Christmas Angel’s 
song (Luke 2), “Glory 
to God in the highest” 
has been a Christian 
song of praise in the 
Divine Service since 
the 4th century.



The Service of the Word

PRAYER OF THE DAY

m: The Lord be with you.
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One often hears the 
comment that our 
Lutheran liturgy is 
too “German,” but 
this is simply not the 
case. The format of the 
Service of the Word 
harkens back to 
temple and synagogue 
worship of the Old 
Testament. The basic 
structure was a 
“speak—sing—speak
—sing…” rhythm, 
which we see in the 
order of our lessons 
and liturgical songs.



m: Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, from whom all earthly fatherhood has its source: Look in 
mercy on Your children that we may never sin against You by despising or 
angering our parents and others whom You place in authority over us. 
Give us repentance where we have ignored, neglected, or provoked our 
parents,  and enable us to honor,  serve,  obey,  love,  and cherish them as 
Your instruments for giving us life and blessing; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord. 

Be seated.

FIRST LESSON 2 Samuel 15:1-12

1 After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men 
to run before him. 2 And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside 
the  way of  the  gate.  And when any man had a  dispute  to  come 
before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, 
“From what city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of 
such and such a tribe in Israel,” 3 Absalom would say to him, “See, 
your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by 
the king to hear you.” 4 Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were 
judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might 
come to me, and I would give him justice.” 5 And whenever a man 
came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and 
take hold of him and kiss him. 6 Thus Absalom did to all of Israel 
who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom stole the hearts of 
the men of Israel.
7 And at the end of four years Absalom said to the king, “Please let 
me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed to the Lord, in Hebron. 
8 For your servant vowed a vow while I lived at Geshur in Aram, 
saying, ‘If the Lord will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I 
will  offer  worship  to  the  Lord.’”  9  The  king  said  to  him,  “Go in 
peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron. 10 But Absalom sent secret
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We confidently close 
the prayer with a 
resounding, “Amen.” 
“Yes, it shall be so.”

Once Absalom has 
officially been 
reconciled to the king, 
he begins to campaign 
for the throne. Soon 
he is no longer 
content to steal 
hearts, so he plots to 
steal the throne. 
Coveting what God 
has not given, and 
scheming sinfully to 
get it for ourselves, 
leads not to life but to 
death. Yet Christ, who 
is truly righteous, has 
righteously coveted 
our life and 
voluntarily laid down 
his life on our behalf. 
We are justified by his 
grace alone, through 
faith in his 
forgiveness.



messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as 
you hear the sound of the trumpet,  then say,  ‘Absalom is king at 
Hebron!’” 11 With Absalom went two hundred men from Jerusalem 
who were invited guests, and they went in their innocence and knew 
nothing. 12 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for 
Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counselor, from his city Giloh. And 
the  conspiracy  grew  strong,  and  the  people  with  Absalom  kept 
increasing.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 25 | CW p. 74

Refrain

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul;*  
in you I trust, | O my God.

Remember, O LORD, your great mer- | cy and love,*  
for they are | from of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my re- | bellious ways;*  
according to your love remember me,  
for you are | good, O LORD.

Refrain
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Following each lesson, 
the Pastor announces, 
“The Word of the 
Lord.” We know from 
Scripture that God 
comes to us through 
the Means of Grace, 
that is the Gospel that 
is found in the Word 
and the Sacrament. 
So, within the service 
God has come to us 
convicting us in our 
sin through the Law, 
and pronouncing 
forgiveness through 
the life-giving Gospel. 
The congregation—in 
response to such love
—praises the Lord in 
reply: “Thanks be to 
God!”

God promises to 
answer prayer, but we 
may be impatient or 
tempted to question 
his answers. Even 
when our faithfulness 
fails, God is faithful. 
He hears our prayers 
and truly acts for our 
good. In faith, we 
patiently wait for 
him.



Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*  
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.

Look upon my affliction and | my distress*  
and take away | all my sins.

Guard my life and | rescue me,*  
for I take ref- | uge in you.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit,

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON Romans 13:1-7

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 
is  no  authority  except  from God,  and  those  that  exist  have  been 
instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists 
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, 
and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God's  wrath  on  the  wrongdoer.  5   Therefore  one  must  be  in 
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience.  6   For  because  of  this  you  also  pay  taxes,  for  the 
authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to 
all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to 
whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to 
whom honor is owed.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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While all 
governments fall 
short, Paul implies 
that the first century 
Roman government 
was adequately 
carrying out its two 
essential functions: 
approving those who 
do good and 
punishing evildoers. 
Paul acknowledges 
that all authority 
comes from God, to 
whom ultimate 
obedience is due (Acts 
5:29). Believers are to 
honor those in 
authority, obey the 
government, and pay 
their taxes (cf. 1 Peter 
2:13-17). To fail to do 
so is to suffer the 
consequences from 
those in authority 
and, because they are 
established by him, 
from God as well.



VERSE OF THE DAY John 20:31

m Alleluia! Alleluia! These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. Alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:41-51

Please stand.

m: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter two.

41 Now [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of 
the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up 
according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they were 
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 
not know it, 44  but supposing him to be in the group they went a 
day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46  After three days they 
found him in  the  temple,  sitting  among the  teachers,  listening to 
them and asking them questions.  47  And all  who heard him were 
amazed  at  his  understanding  and  his  answers.  48  And  when  his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great distress.” 49  And he said to them, 
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in 
my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that 
he spoke to them. 51  And he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up 
all these things in her heart.
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We stand to hear the 
Gospel out of respect 
for the Savior.

Jesus responded as an 
obedient child to his 
mother’s scolding. He 
obeyed the divine Law 
and submitted to his 
earthly parents.



m: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

A LUTHERAN CONFESSION Large Catechism, I:104-106,150

m To  the  position  of  fatherhood  and  motherhood  God  has  given  special 
distinction above all positions that are beneath it: 

C He does not simply command us to love our parents, but to honor them. 

m Regarding our brothers, sisters, and neighbors in general, 

C He commands nothing more than that we love them.

m For it is a far higher thing to honor someone than to love someone, 

C because honor includes not only love, but also modesty, humility, and 
submission to a majesty hidden in them. 

m For someone we honor from the heart 

C we must also truly regard as high and great.

m We must, therefore, impress this truth upon the young

C that they should think of their parents as standing in God’s place. 

m They should remember that however lowly, poor, frail, and strange their 
parents may be, nevertheless, they are the father and the mother given to 
them by God. 

C Parents are not to be deprived of their honor because of their conduct or 
their failings. 

m Therefore, we are not to consider who they are or how they may be, 

C but the will of God, who has created and ordained parenthood.

m The same should also be said about obedience to civil government. 
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Luther describes our 
duty before God to 
honor father and 
mother, that is, to 
respect authority. God 
instituted all forms of 
authority as an 
extension of parental 
authority, for our 
good.



C This is all included in the place of fatherhood and extends farthest of all 
relations.

m Here “father” is not one person from a single family, 

C but  it  means  the  many  people  the  father  has  as  tenants,  citizens,  or 
subjects. 

m Through them, as through our parents, 

C God gives to us food, house and home, protection, and security. 

m They bear such name and title with all honor as their highest dignity that it 
is our duty to honor them 

C and to value them greatly as the dearest treasure and the most precious 
jewel upon the earth.

This is most certainly true.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY The Ten Commandments Are the Law | CW 285 (1,5,11,12)

SERMON Romans 13:1-7

OFFERTORY

Please stand.
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Using the words of 
the Psalmist (Psalm 
51), we pray in the 
Offertory that God 
use the Word on 
which we have just 
listened and mediated 
“create a pure heart” 
inside of us. We pray 
that he “does not cast 
us away,” but instead 
show us his salvation
—which we are about 
to eat and drink 
physically in the Holy 
Supper.



Be seated.

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please stand.

The Service of the Sacrament

SALUTATION

m The Lord be with you.

m Lift up your hearts.
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Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, by our 
Offering we offer 
him our first and best 
gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If you 
are visiting with us 
today, please do not 
feel obligated to give 
an offering.

“Surely there can be 
no more faithful, firm, 
or efficacious sign and 
seal of the promise 
and grace which have 
been shown and 
applied to us than 
that Christ himself in 
the Supper shows to 
us his very body 
which has been given 
for us and his very 
blood which has been 
shed for us, not at 
some enormous 
distance, but he offers 
and gives it to us in 
so present a manner 
that we receive it to 
our very selves.”

— Martin Chemnitz



m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

PREFACE

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ,  our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he 
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — Sanctus

"14

Sanctus means 
“holy.” Used possibly 
as early as the 2nd 
century, this canticle 
was in wide use 
among Christians in 
worship by the 14th 
century. On Palm 
Sunday, as the Lord 
entered Jerusalem, the 
crowds proclaimed, 
“Hosanna!” which 
means, “Savior” or 
“Rescuer.” So also 
today we sing 
“hosanna!” as the 
Lord comes to us in 
the Sacrament of the 
Supper. He indeed has 
come to save us from 
our sins, and shows 
us such love in his 
body and blood in, 
with, and under the 
bread and the wine.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

m All  glory and splendor,  thanks and praise  are  yours,  O Lord,  heavenly 
Father.  Bless  our  reception of  your Son’s  body and blood that  we may 
shine with the joy of faith. Use this most Holy Sacrament to illumine our 
lives and minds with Christ’s forgiveness, peace, and comfort. Refresh our 
faith, and help us to reflect his truth and grace to the world. We ask this 
that you may receive endless honor, glory, and praise from every tribe and 
language and people and nation.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those 
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured
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“The Lord’s Prayer 
is a prayer above all 
prayers, the greatest 
of all prayers, which 
has been taught by the 
greatest Master of all, 
in which all spiritual 
and bodily trouble is 
comprehended and 
which is the strongest 
consolation in all 
temptations, 
tribulations, and in 
the last hour.”

— Martin Luther



out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

LAMB OF GOD — Agnus Dei

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION 

Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal Preparation for 
Holy Communion, found on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal. This page helps us put 
into practice what the Bible encourages: “Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of 
the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)
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The Agnus Dei, 
which means “Lamb 
of God,” is a song 
included in the 
Ordinary of the 
Divine Service. That 
means it is included 
in every Service of the 
Sacrament. This 
canticle reminds us 
that Jesus is God’s 
Lamb, who was 
offered as a sacrifice 
for sin, once for all.

Good Shepherd 
confesses and 
practices the Biblical 
teaching of a Closed 
Communion. We 
ask that only members 
of the Wisconsin 
Synod [WELS] or the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod [ELS] join us 
at the Lord’s Table. If 
you have questions 
concerning our 
communion practice, 
or would like to 
inquire about how 
you, too, can 
commune with us, 
please speak with the 
Pastor following the 
service.



Prayer suggestions for before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper  can be found in the 
hymnal on pages 10-11 and 134-139.

In dismissing the communicants, the minister says:

m Now, may this true body and blood strengthen and keep you in the true 
faith to life everlasting. Your sins ✜ are forgiven. Go in peace. Amen.

SONG OF SIMEON — Nunc Dimittis

Please stand.

m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

m We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy 
Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, 
now and forever.

"17

The Nunc Dimittis, 
which is Latin for, 
“Now you dismiss,” 
is a Canticle that uses 
the words of the 
priest, Simeon, found 
in Luke 2. The Lord 
promised Simeon that 
he would see the 
Savior with his own 
eyes before his death. 
When Mary and 
Joseph brought the 
baby Jesus to the 
temple, Simeon held 
the Son of God in his 
hands. Out of thanks 
for the fulfillment of 
his promise, Simeon 
praised God with 
these words.

These words are 
appropriately sung 
after receiving the 
Lord’s Supper because 
we held in our hands 
the body and blood of 
Christ, the Son of 
God. Like Simeon, we 
now depart this place 
in peace because we 
have (tasted and) seen 
the salvation of all 
people.



BLESSING

m: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN For Christian Homes, O Lord, We Pray | CW 500 (1,2,5)
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The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 3,500 
years. The Lord said, 
“So they will put my 
name on [them], and I 
will bless them.” (cf. 
Numbers 6:27)



SERVING IN THE DIVINE SERVICE

Preacher & Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael P. Seelow....................................................................
Keyboardist Michelle Reinsch.................................................................................................................
Ushers Phil Brei and Jim Cantrell...........................................................................................................
Greeters Nick & Kathy Powers...............................................................................................................
Sound Technician Logan Hansen...........................................................................................................
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